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Congregation  Mercy  and  Truth   

Dr.  Emil  Schorsch,  Rabbi 

POTTSTOWN,  PENNA. 

——-*o^9  Chestnut  otreet, 
Pottstown,  Pa- 
April  lo,  194?/  Nisan  27,57o5 

National  Jewish  '.Velfare  Soard, 
Simeon  Kinsley , Program  Director, 
145  East  32nd  St. 
New  Yo  rk , 1 6 , N . Y . 


-:    ...  ■  ■  '. 


■ 
■ 

I  ■  I  ■    -  «        •  <  ■  ■ ' 


Dear  Mr. Kins ley, 

I  received  your  Passover  questionnaire.  After  having 
talked  it  over  with  Mr. Jack  Dreznick,U.S.O. Direct or, 
Phoenixville ,  I'm  describing- in  short  whst  1  could  do 
at  the  Valley  Forge  Gen. Hospital  while  Kir .Dreznick  him- 
self filled  in  a  questionnaire. 

After  Furim  I  began  to  distribute  the  Passover  Pam- 
phlets of  the  JWB  in  the  Wards  and  after  our  Services  on 
Thursday  evenings,  and  also  Kaggadoth  to  those  who  wan- 
ted them. 

A.s  far  as  Seder  was  concerned,  I  distributed  re- 
servation forms  for  the  JTTB  Seder  in  Philadelphia  in  the 
wards  and  after  services,  and  I  also  invited  for  pri- 
vate hospitality  to  be  available  in  many  congregations. 

Matzos  were  taken  into  the  Detachment  Mess-Hall  for 
members  of  the  Detachment,  while  the  ones  for  patients 
were  kept  in  the  Chapel  and  distributed  to  the  ones  'who 
remained  in  the  hospital  and  wanted  to  have  Mazos.  Part 
of  these  '  .atzes  I  distributed  during  Passover. 

Generally  speaking,  about  95  >'  of  the  patients  re- 
ceived passes  or  furloughs  to  go  home  over  the  holidays. 

An  almost  blind  lieutenant  ,vho  was  an  exchanged 
prisoner  of  war,  and  his  wife,  were  guests  at  the  Seder 
in  my  own  home. 

Sincerely  y^.rs 


X 


NATIONAL  JEWISH  WELFARE  ECARD    145  D#  S.?nd  Street,  New  York 

y.zsncira.irs  :-z  high  holy  pats  a-aao'Izits 

To  bo  He  turned  Soon  After  the  Day  of  Atoner.ient 

Date  Questionnaire,  Conpl 


Signature  of  JWE  Representative   «  

U30  Operation  at       BRIDGE  AND  MAIN  STREETS,   PHOENIXVILLE, \?A. 


AREA,  PERSONNEL,  LEAVES 


Maine  of  post,  station,  general  hospital,  college,  :  Appro* •  No.i 


etc  • 


rev/s 


1. Valley  Forge  General  Hospital 


193 


No  •  Jews  j  No  •  Jev/s 

Granted  j  Served 

Leave  s_  :  

122  71 


3. 

s 

4. 

II .    RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 

No.  of 

:    No.  of      i  Attendance 

Flace                                             :  places 

:  Services 

Ari.ied  Forces 

Civilians 

: 

1.    Canp  Chapel  : 

t 

2.    Camp  Hospital 

3.    USO  Club 

4.    Jewish  Center 

5.    Local  Synagogue 

3 

!  8 

32 

320 

6.  Collere 

7.    Others  (specify) 

III.    SERVICES  TO  INDIVIDUALS 

:  1 

Jo.  Attended 

:      No.      :    Total  No. 

Individuals 

Services 

!  Visited  :  Served 

1 .    Vo  terans  t — 

2.    Hospital  Patients  s 

32 

iu  ! 

M6 

3.    Guardhouse  Inmates  : 

i 

: 

i  : 

4.    Men  on  Maneuvers 

■ 

:  i 

-  11 


-  2  - 


iv .  hols  ::os ? ital ity 


:  rotal  NO. j 

Communities  that  Cooperated  :  Accoia.      i    Communities  that  Cooperated 

Total  ho. 
Accom« 

1.  PHOENIXVILLE,PA.          ]  13 

2.  POTTSTOWN,  PA.              |  12 

G . 

3.  NORRISTOWN,  PA.             j  3 

7. 

4.  i 

o 

o  • 

V .    t  ATf  ATI'vi;  riJFOHT  (Please  attach  a  duplicate  copy  of  this  report.) 

Please  give  a  short  summary  and  evaluation  of  the  oi'ganiza  bion,  program  and 
special  features  of  the  High  Holy  Eajs.    P.e>.te  briefly  stories  of  publicity  value 
that  were  brought  out  by  High  Holy  Day  arrangements.    Include  here  human  interest 
stories,  anecdotes,  etc.    Describe  any  special  and  unusual  exchange  of  Army  and 
community  cooperation  or  assistance  worthy  of  special  notice.    Include  description 
of  inter-faith  cooperation  of  the  general  coiamunity,  in  addition  to  the  cooperation 
of  the  Jewish  community.    (Attach  additional  sheet  if  more  space  is  needed.) 


Please  attach  letters  and  greetings  from  military  officials  and  others, 
photographs,  newspaper  clippings,  forms,  and  similar  records  in  connection  with 
the  High  Holy  Days. 


-  12  - 


The  Congregations  In  Phoenixville,  Pottstown,  No rr is town  and  Coatesville 
all  requested  that  patients  and  detachment  personnel  be  sent  to  them  for 
home  hospitality,  as  well  as  for  religious  observance. 

Notices  of  services  were  posted  in  every  ward  at  the  Valley  Forge  General 
Hospital  and  every  patient  had  either  the  opportunity  to  request  a  pass  to 
visit  his  home,  or  spend  the  High  Holidays  in  our  area. 

During  the  High  Holiday  period,  Rabbi  Emil  Schorsch,  of  the  Congregation 
Mercy  and  Truth,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  and  I,  visited  every  Jewish  patient  at  the 
Hospital.    Many  of  the  ambulatory  patients  secured  passes  to  go  to  their 
homes  for  the  holidays.    Chaplains  Rupp  and  Norton  helped  the  men  secure 
their  religious  furloughs. 

Congregation  B'Nai  Jacob  honored  me  by  requesting  that  I  give  the  sermon  on 
Koci  Kippur.    I  spoke  to  the  group  on  Yom  Kippur  Eve  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Kol  Nidre.    The  subject  was  "Unity  Among  Our  Jewry."    There  were  approximately 
14.5  civilians  and  14.  military  personnel  present. 

The  President  of  the  Congregation,  Mr.  Greenstein,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
members,  informed  me  that,  as  a  result  of  my  talk  to  them,  they  were  able  to 
raise  several  hundred  dollars  more  than  last  year. 

Rabbi  Emil  Schorsch,  who  conducts  the  services  every  Thursday  night  at  the 
Valley  Forge  General  Hospital  chapel,  also  called  upon  me  to  deliver  a  sermon 
to  the  military  personnel  at  the  chapel.    Here  too,  I  spoke  on  the  subject 
of  unity.    At  the  conclusion  of  the  services,  Rabbi  Schorsch  called  upon  the 
soldiers  for  informal  discussions  on  the  subject  of  my  talk. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  editorial  which  appeared  in  The  Daily  Republican, 
daily  paper  of  Phoenixville,  Pa. 
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449  High  ct. 

J«ne  lt  1944/  slvan  ^  5?o4 

Dear  MrsjAbrams, 

It  was  indeed  a  great  delight  for  <ne  M  h™.. 

Basal  Tov  tc  you    lilt  S^fcl*  •^ess  ~y  hearfelt 
3liL.res  *  delight.  *  °f  who 

think  that  the  most  wonderful  *****        *u      ?il        ut  I 
bestowed  upon  the  children  *  *  *"  Sitt  °f  health 

the  new^boJn  S'S'i^ERS?**-  ^ou  on  the  that 

and  the  Jewish  people!  Y       faally»  hls  country 

<,*^H°PinS  9*  y°u  well  and  looking  forward  to 

seeing  you  and  ~eur  baby  in  the  near  future, 

I  remain 

with  the  best  wishes, also  in  the  name  of  Mrs.Schorsch, 

Yours  sincerely 


■  •  ■ 

I  ♦.<%%%; 


?fflHwS9 


you  are  always  informed  what  is   -cir~  on  in  cur  con- 
gregation. Ihe#e  is  quite  some  activitiy,  "but  sometimes 
I  cannot  comprehend  that  there  tire  mere  than  9o  men 
ana  4  ~irls  in  tJbe  artfied  forces  from  our  sir.nll  comnu- 
nity,  this  1=1  about  2oa  of  the  Jewish  population  here. 
The  on''.y  explanation  I  have,  is  that  the  parents  of 
:heoe  hoys  had  a  greater  rranhpr  of  children,   vhile  the 
youn-er  people  have  only  1  or  2  offspring,  30  that  we 
have  only  about  49o  yc"3s  instead  7oo  we  are  supposed,  to 
a  «w .  I'7  "'ish  tmi-t  ""a  ccO.d  h".ve  he  en  with  as  here  he- 
Tore  you  left,  iou  could  have  no -iced  htm  the  whole  con- 


ic tcrioas 


fervent' 
pre s en t 


ly  th-.t  this  war  should 
■'   t  ai?  will  oorae  home 
ial  life.  I  also  hope 
inftlir:  ition  of  the 
1  arid  dictatorship 


•  *  ■ 


£21  1HU  HUH 


a  t 


u- to  a  re^scrir.ble  order  'in  all  spheres  of  life. 

i 

past  nit    le'elcs  the  churches  here  held  6  round - 
.11  sous  slons  about  the  Pillars  of  a  durable  Peace, 
ere  cia  be  no  doubt  that  count  lees  people  are  th in- 


fer 


futare.  I  had  the 
I  eh.foyed  becoming 


'lore 


intown.-  There  is  certainly  hop-;  for'  interdenomiriati'nal 
ttr^eratandihg  in  the  future.  I  hope,  derr  Jhr  .Alexander, 
tWat  you  are  well  when  this  letter  arrives,  and  I  pray  that 
ycu  v.ill  be  united  again  \-\ith  your  dear  ones  ve-y  soon. 
?.'rs.  Schorsch  serds  you  kind  regards  Siftdl  I  re  gain 
with  the  best  wishes  ,  ."Sincerely  yours 

I  enclose  a  :'ezusoh   md  *i3h  that  it  will  delijht  „  ou. 


v  .  ■  •  1      ■  ■ 
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44?  Hltfi  Gtr-^t; 

Dec ember  ?A  ,  3945, 
:  inlov  24,  57o4. 

Dea»:  Joagjfo  Haden, 

I  always  wanted  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you  in  or- 
w  .   .0  show  you  tlfei  I  hfive  not  forgotten  you.  In  fact 
I  -feel  ttint  yrm  an*  ill  o^r  hoys  are  temporary  sent 
m  to  -inla:   fl  ^cb  ".}•  ich  must  be  done  if  life  Cn  this 
earth  s'-oultf  he  werthwile  a<*ain,  and  I  fray  that  all 
should  be  able  tc  return  safely  tc  their  homes  in  the 
near  -future.  Gone  time  a  when  1  read  what  the  Easis  have 
dene  and  are  still  doing  to  the  suppressed  nations  inclu- 
•:iiv<  our  own  people,  i  can  only  say  that  they  deserve 
death  for  not  even  a  beest  of  prey  .vculd  act  as  they  do. 
1  think  thut  you  feel  in  a  aimilsr  way,  and  I  could 
iraagirie  that  ,such  an  attitude  mif'ht  give  a  high  sense  to 
thii  stern  routine  v/urk  a  soldier  had  to  do.  As  you  know 
I  am  a  Civilian  chaplain  at  the  Vall.F. Hospital,  and  I 
like  to  tro  there  because  Itmeet  there  an  astounding 
cheerfulness  of-  the  boys  who  have  done  so  much  for  their 


i  ■ 


■  ■ 
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44"  Htrf?  ,.s.tr«et , 

December  1943, 
•iR.l^v  24,  57o4. 

bea»r.ijJoa«T^  Mden, 

I  always  wanted  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you  in  or- 
der to  -show  you  th«*  I  have  not  forgotten  you.  In  fact 
I  -feel  that  you'  an*  a  31  o"r  boys  are  ter.iporatJLy  sent 
D*0  to  finish  a  5od  -vhich  must  be  done  if  life  on  this 
earth  ;^:ould  be  worthwile  a»alnf  and  I  fray  that  all 
should  b*  able  to  return  safely  tc  their  hemes  in  the 
near  future.  Sometimes  when  1  read 'what  the  Xazis  have 
dene  and  ere  still  doing  to  the  suppressed  nations  inclu- 
•lintc  our  own  people,  I  can  only  say  that  they  deserve 
death  for  not  even  a  beast  of  prey  vculd  act  as  th«y  do. 
1  think  that  you  feel  in  u  similar  way,  and  I  could 
imagine  that  -such  an  attitude  mirht  give  a  high  sense  to 
tiiu  stern  routine  v;ork  a  soldier  had  to  do.  As  you  know 
I  ain  a  Civilian  chaplain  at  the  Vail. F. Hospital,  and  I 
like  to  ko  there  because  Itmeet  there  an  astounding 
cheerfulness  of  the  boys  who  have  done  so  much  for  their 


■         "JXT  .w.  ™  I 
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country  and  all  of  us.  It  is  really  a  plea3ure  to  talk 
to  those  hoys.  Last  Sunday  -.Ve  had  a  lianukkah  pHrt.y  here,  and 
on  Invitation,  thirty  hoys  from  the  hospital  were  our 
quests.  I  think  they  enjoyed  it.  Cn  the  ooming  Thursday 
we  are  gom<;  to  hive  a  special  lianukkah  service  in  the 
hospital  where   ;e  hold  services  every  week  in  the  beaiiti- 
ful  chapel,  and  nf terv;ards  Pottstown  will  offer  refresh- 
ments to  the  boys.  Farmy  enough,  tliey  all  like  "Jewish 
cornbeef  sandwich  with  pickles" ,  ond  once  one  of  them 
said  .  3oMa»eA-^yth:.t  if  he  had  to  invent  a  Jewish  flag,  he 
would  take  a  piece  of  cloth  with  a  teilony  sandwich  in  the 
cc.nier;  funny ,  isn't  it.  what  is, going  cn  here  in  town, 
you  knew  iron,  the  Bulletin  we  rtro  sending  you  regularly. 
Put.  the-:  wear  nhoi-'S  its  influence  everywhere .  7ou  know  the 
almost,  unbelievable  number,- of  boye  In  the  ftrm«4  forces 
coming  frcm  our  centre --st  ion  -  94  out  cf  49o  souls.  A3  a 
consequence ,  thr.re  ore  very  fev-  families  who  do  not  feel 
the  sting  of  war  by  the  fact  that  one  of  their  beloved 
ones  ..ls  absent.  A3  long  as  inail  arrives  frequently  and 
regularly,  trie  parents  are. a  little  comforted,  but  some-  ^ 
tines  there  is  a, lull  of  .weeks,  and  thon  the  people  are 
terribly  distr.e33.ed.  You  .certainly  help  four  parents  a 
lot  in  this  respect,  when  you  write  to  them  very  often 
and  regularly}  but  I  suppose,  you  always  did  it  ond  do.it. 
Nov: ,  I  hope  that  my  letter  wi.ll  arrive,  and  find  you  in  ^ood 
health.  I  would  appreciate  vary  much  to  hear  from  you 
directly..  Way  the  .allmlghty  gunrd  and  protect  you  wherever 
you  go  and  bring  you  home  seen  well  wnd  safely  after  victory 


has  been  wone. 


Sincerely 


7^6 


l  ■  ■ 
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449  HiKh  St. 

.        vcqenlier  17,  1943 

Xislev  ?.o,  57o4- 

'.p.it  Fartha  and  Eric, 

It  is  b  lon^*  time  since  I  received,  your  poatoal 
card  informing  me  about  the  departure  of  the  dear  Karl, 
arid  I  intended  to  write  to  you  for  many  wesks.  Unfortu- 
nately it  is  very  difficu.lt  for  me  to  write  many  letters. 
Besides  my  own  v/crk  here  I  am  civilian  chaplain  at  the 
Valley  Forge  "eneral  hospital  in  ."'hceninville  for  the 
last  8  months,  and  I  have  so  much  work  with  the  wounded 
soldiers  there  and  the  enlisted  men  ti;at  even  my  con- 
gregntion  must  suffer  a  little  sometimes.  But  let  roe  thank 
you  very  heartily  frr  your  quick  information,  and  I  express 
my  heartiest  sympathy  to  you  too,  for  I  knev/  what  the  dear 
late  ?'.arl  had  teen  to  ycu  md  all  of  us.  .  ith  your  postal 
card  ne  a]  so  received  a  letter  fron  deer  Bigisrujljfl  and  Trude 
who  told  us  about  the  sad  evrnt.  »7e  .vrote  to  them  at  once, 
and  also  an  art-mail  letter  to  Erich  and  Uuth  in  Montevideo 
in  which  we  enolcsed  a  letter  to  Oustav  Thalheimer  too. 
I  don't  knew  whether  they  ever  received  my  letters  for  the  ^^^H 


■ 


*  .  . 


address  I  used  (Calle  Chuoarro  1224)  may  not  be  correct 
any  longer.  I  would  have  liked  to  publish,  a  life  picture 
of  the  dear  Karl  in  the  Aufbau,  when  all  of  a  sudden  a 
short  time  after  hie  departure  1  read  a  few  empty  wor&As 
about  him  in  the  "Aufbau"  -  about  3  or  4  lines,  3aying 
that  "er  war  ein  guter  Geschiif tsman;  dem  ..ai3enhaus  in 
Essllngen  gab  er  eine  ^rbssere  Stiftung"  (something  like 
that).  I  do  not  know  who  ever  wrote  such  insignificant 
words,  or  whether  it  may  be  the  "Aufbau"  that  mutilated 
something  better.  I  still  believe  that  the  late  Karl  should 
iff  an  article  describing  his  real  character  and  achieve^ 
ments.  Could  you  find  out  by  a  telephone  call  to  th«  "Aufbau" 
whether  they  would  accept  such  an  article.  You  would  do  me 
a  favor,  for  the  dear  Karl  deserved  a  better  remembrance 
tlian  tho^e  incomprehensible  lines,  uhen  I  v/as  in  Glen  Head 
last  summer,  I  heard  incidentally  from  Dr. Mayer  in  Glen 
Cove  who  knows  you  that  ycu  cot  a  baby.  I  am  sure  that 
you  consider  your  little  Larry  as  the  greatest  wealth 
as  all  Jewish  parents  look  at  their  children,  and  my  dear 
Fanny  and  I  hope  that  he  v/ill  fulfil  your  hopes  and  lovin-^ 
care  and  reach  all  you  desire  in  a  world  of  peace  and 
happiness.  De.  not  thirk  that  v.e  have  forgotten  you;  it 
i3  only  so  difficult  to  citch  up  with  all  the  correspondence 
necessary  in  your . profession.  I  send  you  -with  the  same 
nill  n  "Bulletin"  of  my  ecngregaticn  I  publish  every 
wock  already  in  the  forth  year,  and  it  will  fiive  you 
a  little  irroression  of  my  work  here  which  I  love  and  whicjh 
made  me  acou'jtomed  to  American  life,  with  the  best  regards 
from  my  dear  Fanny  and  Hrnna  and  Ismar,!  remain  Yours 


449  High  St. 

May  26,  1944 


Kr.Oamer  Haram, 

'wait  Disney  ?rclucti*,ii» , 

24oo  West  Alameda  Ave. 
I'-urbank ,  Ca 11 f c  rnla  . 


Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  concerning  fc'iss  Zelda 
Cohen,  and  I  can  really  "ive  only  the  best  information 
and  recommendation  for  her.  Her  family  are  members  of 
my  congregation  and  Zelda  like  all  of  them  were  always 
very  active  in  an  unselfish  way  in  the  life  of  the 
com- unity .  Zelda  is  especially  persevering  and  ener- 
getic and  reliable.  I  am  Civilian  chaplain  at  the  Valley 
Forge  Hospital  (a  military  hospital)  and  Zelda  was  also  thei 

faithful  member  of  my  choir,  always  prepared  to  do  every- 

a  character 

thin.-  for  the  general  best.  She  possesses ancl»±an**r  of 


^•"uine  integrity. 


Very  truly  yours 


Dr.Emil  Schcrsch,  Rabbi 


WALT    DISNEY  PRODUCTIONS 


2400   WEST  ALAMEDA   AVE.     •    BURBANK,    CALIFORNIA     •     CABLE   ADDRESS:  DISNEY 

May  17,  194-4- 


Rabbi  E.  Schorsch 
Potts twon,  Pa. 

Dear  Rabbi  Schorsch: 

Your  name  has  been  given  us  as  a  reference 
by  Miss  Zelda  Cohen  ,  who  has  filed _ an 

application  for  employment  with  this  organization, 

Since     Miss  Cohen  states   she  has 

known  you  for  approximately  five  years,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  a  letter  from  you  regarding 
the  impressions  you  have  formed  of  her  character, 
integrity  and  personal  habits.     We  are  engaged 
in  War  Production  work,  and  an  early  reply  would, 
be  of  much  help  in  the  proper  disposition  of 
this  application. 

We  are  enclosing  a  self -addressed  envelope 
for  your  convenience,   and  any  information  you 
can  give  us  will  be  held  in  the  strictest 
confidence . 

Very  truly  yours, 

WALT  DISNEY  PRODUCTIONS 


Rv  fort  1  .t  M  ^L^v^vv^ 


ML 

end. 


NO  AGREEMENT  WILL  BE   BINDING  ON  THIS  CORPORATION   UNLESS  IN  WRITING  AND  SIGNED  BY  AN  OFFICER 
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MRS.  SAMUEL  FUERMAN 
1022  BELLEVIEW  AVE. 

pottstown.  pa.        Feb.  9,  1944 


Dear  Rabbi  ichorsch, 

Since  you  are  so  understanding, 
I'm  again  taking  the  liberty  of  expressing  myself, 
and  knowing  you  as  I  do  I  believe  you  will  appreciate 
the  following  information. 

I'm  sure  it  was  not  your  fault 
in  not  acknowledging  the  prescence  at  services  of 
Mrs.  Morris  Miller  (75  N.  Franklin  St.)  who  had  been 
seriously  ill  for  a  long  time  and  who  made  a  special 
effort  to  attend.     I  spoke  to  her  on  the  phone  today 
and  she  told  me  she  is  not  better,  must  return  to  the 
Jewish  hospital  next  week  to  go  thru  the  same  treatment. 
She  is  an  Assuming  person  and  wouldn't  approve  of  my 
report,  however,   I  appreciate  sincere  and  frank 
people . 

You  oerhaDs  have  missed  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nat  Keller  at 
services  as  I  do.     Thru  a  co-incidence  she  told  me  that 
when  you  were  ill  they  were  not  informed  there  would  be 
no  services  and  on  going  down  to  find  the  synagogue 
dark,  felt  slighted  on  not  being  informed. 

This  is  entirely  voluntary  on  my  part  and  the  reason: 

Our  baby,  Arthur,  when  asked  the  reason  for  his  desire 
to  enter  college,  M  I  T,  stated  "To  make  this  placie  a 
better  world  to  live  in."      Coming  from  an  IB  year  old 
boy,  we  adults  can  turn  to  such  youth  for  wisdom  which 
is  so  precious. 

My  left  hand  must  not  know  what  my  right  hand  does  - 
my  husband  said  I  talk  too  much  and  I'm  to  mind  my  own 
business  and  I  think  he's  right  about  the  talking. 
However,  this  is  ray  business  and  I  will  just  ask  that 
you  please  use  the  information  as  you  see  fit.  with  no 
acknowledgment  of  same  and  my  name  to  remain  in  the 
back-ground. 


-  ■ 


MRS.  SAMUEL  FUERMAN 
1022  BELLEVIEW  AVE. 
POTTSTOWN.  PA. 


If  we  do  not  attend  the  hound-table  Conference  this 
coming  "ednesdsy  please  excuse  us.     I  have  neglected 
many  things  for  myself,  namely,  my  eyes,  and  a 
number  of  other  things  which  will  mean  going  to 
Philadelphia.     We  will  make  a  special  effort  to 
attend  the  future  meetings. 

Sincerely 


pottstown.  pa.     January  23rd  1944 


Dear  Rabbi  Schorsch: 

Since  you  were  so  gracious  as  to  be 
willing  to  grant  me  an  audience  in  relating  my  personal 
experiences,  I  think  I'd  be  infringing  on  your  time  which 
is  so  precious  these  days,  and  if  you  are  lucky  to  have  a 
few  leisure  moments  am  putting  my  remarks  in  writing. 

It  was  just  as  well  that  I  didn't  express  myself  at  the 
gathering  Friday  night  for  I  would  have  gotten  into  words 
with  Mrs.  Feit  for  spoken  words  can  be  easily  misconstrueo 
I  had  dealings  with  the  person  she  referred  to  in  the 
bank  while  selling  bonds.    This  person  was  antagonistic 
the  minute  I  started  there  and  I  am  giving  her  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  that  she  didn't  know  I  was  Jewish 
and  that  she  didn't  know  who  I  was.    Perhaps  Mrs.  Feit 
had  cause  to  feel  the  anti-Semetic  feeling  but  I  pushed 
that  aside,  for  when  I  dug  down  to  the  cause  of  her 
attitude  I  found  she  was  that  way  to  the  Gentile  women. 
Skipping  a  lot  of  details  I  have  made  a  good  friend  out 
of  her  and  am  very  happy  to  do  the  work. 

When  I  first  started  at  Red  Cross  several  years  ago,  I 
had  the  same  condition,  had  nothing  in  common  with  the 
women  who  Joked  among  themselves  and  discussed 
personalities,  not  Jewish,  and  everything  under  the  sun 
that  people  have  to  talk  about.     I  went  there  to  work 
and  now  love  to  be  with  them  and  miss  it  very  much  when 
I'm  prevented  from  going.      I  am  giving  you  only  my 
experiences.    Mrs.  Schorsch  and  Mrs.  ^lam  say  they  miss 
me  when  I'm  not  there  and  I  can  understand  it.  However, 
I'm  sick  of  fighting  with  some  Jewish  women  who  say  they 
would  feel  out  of  place  with  the  Gentiles  and  that  they 
all  hate  us.      It  has  been  hinted  that  I  will  again  be 
askid  to  take  charge  of  the  special  office  in  March  for 
the  campaign  and  it  is  my  job  to  get  other  Jewish  women 
to  take  my  place  in  the  surgical  dressing  dept.      Due  to 
taking  the  places  of  a  few  Jewish  women  in  the  bank  it 
hurt  me  to  have  to  give  up  not  helping  in  the  general 
office  of  Red  Cross  which  I  was  asked  to  do  -  one  Jewish 
woman  whose  place  I  have  taken  in  the  bank  for  several 


I  ■ 
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MRS.  SAMUEL  FUERMAN 
1022  BELLE  V  IE  vV  AVE. 
POTTSTOWN.  PA. 

months  has  not  had  the  decency  to  effer  one  word  of 
appreciation,  and  yet  this  very  woman  I  have  to  thank 
for  causing  me  to  develop  an  Inferiority  complex, 
together  with  someone  else,  due  to  t'aeir  ignornance, 

brazeness  and  smugness  which  compelled  me  to  Ignore 

them  in  order  to  have  peace  of  mind. 

At  a  time  when  I  was  Just  a  visitor  in  town  I  was  put 
on  a  committee  to  collect  for  the  Community  Chest  by 
these  same  women  referred  to  above.     I  did  my  share  and 
then  was  asked  to  make  collections  for  them  which  I 

did.     Being  in  the  company  of  these  women  I  went  with 
$hem,  after  a  certain  meeting,  to  visit  a  young  Jewish 
women  who  was  urged  by  these  ?/omen  to  become  active  in 

the  Sisterhood,  and  after  the  visit  one  woman  expressed 
herself  in  these  words,  "that  these  Philadelphia  people 
come  from  dirty  little  holes  and  when  they  come  to 
Pottstown  don't  know  to  conduct  themselves".  The 

other  woman  turned  on  me  and  said  I  was  of  that  class 

and  that  she  doesn't  know  what  to  do  with  me. 

At  that  time  ray  dear  sister  was  desperately  ill  and 
needed  ray  help  very  badly,  which  was  my  reason  for  being 

here,  therefore,  I  had  no  time  for  the  social  life  of 
the  Sisterhood.    This  very  woman  had  all  the  advantages 
in  this  home  that  a  good  neighbor  could  possibly  offer 
and  I  don't  have  to  tell  you  of  the  good  name  left  by 
my  sister.     It  was  a  matter  of  peace  at  any  price  for 
her  sake  and  passing  this  incident  over  kept  on 
friendly  terms. 

Shortly  after  T  was  married  and  while  visiting  in  a 
house  of  Shiva,  I  was  again  approached  about  the 
Sisterhood  and  when  I  said  I  expect  to  join  and  that  I 

will  pay  my  dues,  this  neighbor  took  full  advantage  of 

condemning  me  before  her  friends  by  saying  "we  don't 
need  her  nor  her  money  as  much  as  I  need  them,"  and  I 

will  be  forced  to  come  to  the  Sisterhood  for  Wouldn't 
be  able  to  get  along  without  them.    And  someone,  perhaps 

in  a  joke,  remarked  that  I  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
community.    My  respect  for  my  hosts  prevented  me  from 
answering,  and  then  I  was  in  no  condition  to  combat 

such  ignorance  for  I  would  have  burst  into  tears. 
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MRS-  SAMUEL  FUERMAN 
1022  BELLEV1EW  AVE. 
POTTSTOWN.  PA. 


There  are  so  many  instances  too  numerous  to  relate  and 
I  can  happily  scaythat  I'm  so  busy  with  war  work  I  have 
ceased  to  think;  of  anything  like  that. 

These  very  tieople  who  condemned  me  are  showing  their 
ignornance  by  their  lack  of  attendance  at  services  and 

my  prediction  is  that  in  time  of  trouble  they  will  seek 

out  the  Rabbi  to  help  them. 

I  must  conclude  with  the  assertion  that  I  feel  my 
attendance  at  services  has  been  rewarded,  for  having 
been  forced  to  make  a  hurried  trip  last  week  when  I 
was  ill,  to  see  Norman  before  going  over-seas,  I 
prayed  while  travelling  that  I  would  arrive  at  my 
destination  safely,  and  my  prayer  was  answered. 


Sincerely 

(I 


MRS.  SAMUEL  FUERMAN 
1022  BELLEVIEW  AVE. 

pottstown.  pa.        Feb.  27  th 


J-'ear  F.sbbi  Schorsch, 

Since  you've  given  me  the  privilege 
of  expressing  my  personal  feelings,  I  feel  it's  time  to 
do  some  constructive  work. 

Enclosed  are  some  clippings  from  the  Philadelphia  Record 
which  as  you  know  is  the  most  liberal  paper  in  the  city, 
which  of  course  Is  the  reason  for  our  preference.  Aside 
from  this,  I  have  a  "spft  spot"  for  the  paper  because 
they  were  liberal  enough  to  accept  several  articles  from 
me  some  time  ago,  and  at  one  time  was  encouraged  by  one 
of  the  editors  to  furnish  oart  of  a  column  but  I  was  too 
lazy  to  use  my  brain. 

I  can't  tell  you  how  grateful  I  am  to  get  to  Valley  Forge 
to  talk  with  some  of  the  patients  and  to  thank  you  for 
making  this  possible.  A  new  world  is  opening  up  to  me 
which  makes  me  want  to  do  more.     To  talk  with  these  boys 
is  an  education.     7/hile  talking  with  Lt .  13erman,   the  man 
from  Minnesota,   T  mentioned  something  about  the  draw-back 
of  a  small  town  and  he  asked  me  what  T  miss  in  the  .snail 
town.     He  at  once  put  me  on  my  guard  to  forget  my  persona 
feelings  and  pointed  out  to  me  that  a  small  town  i3 
better  to  live  in  than  New  York  or  some  such  place. 
Thank  goodness  T  had  cense  enough  to  say  I  missed  my 
friends  and  stop  there,  and  having  tne-  privilege  of 
listening  to  him  made  me  realize' how  fortunate  we  are. 
I'm  enclosing  a  clipping  which  made  me  laugh  and  as  I 
want  those  boys  to  have  some  laughter,  I  would 
appreciate  it  if  you  would  hand  lt  to  him,  for  it  con- 
cerns his  home  state. 

I'm  writing  you  about  this  for  in  my  enthusiasm  over 
my  experiences,   I  find  that  the  women  turn  their  heads, 
which  haopened  Friday  night  -  perhaps  it  proves  I  don't 
express  myself  right,  and  since  you  and  Mrs.  Jchorsch 
are  so  understanding  this  is  my  way  of  trying  to  make 
people  understand  how  alive  we  must  be  in  this  terribly 
exciting  world. 


I     *  ■ 
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The  fellow  I  really  wanted  to  reach  nau  the  patient, 
who  at  the  end  of  the  service  wanted  to  leave,  and 
upon  hearing  your  words  not  to  leave,  sat  down  again 
with  such  a  look  of  appreciation  for  the  precious 
minutes  granted  to  him  to  remain.     He  got  out  before 
I  could  get  to  him  and  I  find  myself  crying  over  him, 
he  had  crutches,   sat  albne,  and  was  so  pathetic  looicing| 
I  feel  I've  lost  something  in  not  having  reached  him. 

I  couldn't  help  but  recall  your  sermon  recently  that 
the  savages  and  brutes  we  are  fighting  have  sunk: 
lower  than  animals.     The  other  day  while  hanging  out 
my  wash  in  the  yard,  a  big  dog  came  into  the  yard 
with  a  stick  in  his  mouth  and  huddling  up  close  to  me. 
At  first  I  was  afraid  but  my  husband  said  he  was 
friendly  and  wanted  to  play.     His  intelligence  was 
remarkable  when  I  told  him  to  drop  the  stick,   which  he 
did  and  waited  for  me  to  pick  it  and  throw  it  so  he 
could  run  and  bring  it  back  to  me.     I  looked  into  his 
bip:  brown  eyes  which  were  so  soft  and  friendly  and 
thought  of  what  you  said  -  T  reluctantly  left  him 
standing  looking  after  me  and  wagging  his  tail  when  I 
closed  the  door  as  I  couldn't  spend  any  more  time  with 
him. 

T  also  want  to  confirm  your  remarks  about  Rev.  Cloud 
heing  so  pleasant.     That  was  my  impression  when  he 
got  up  to  speak  a  few  words  at  the  Hound  A'able  dis- 
cussions we  attended. 

I  hope  you  don't  object  to  my  unloading  my  thoughts  to 
you  which  is  about  as  far  as  I  shall  ever  get  but  it 
suits  me  if  you  get  time  to  read  it. 

Sincerely 


■  * 


GEORGIA  WARM  SPRINGS  FOUNDATION 
WARM  SPRINGS. 
GEORGIA 


o — 


a — 


—^L-tX  ✓  


I  isff^  .    •  I  I  I 


GEORGIA  WARM  SPRINGS  FOUNDATION 
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GEORGIA  WARM  SPRINGS  FOUNDATION 
WARM  SPRINGS. 
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PRINCE'S  BAKERY 
and  GROCERY 


113  S.  WASHINGTON  STREET 
POTTSTOWN,  PEN  NA. 


Rabbi  Dr.  Emil  Schorsch, 
449  High  Street,  City. 

Dear  Rabbi  Schorsch: 


October  25,  1943. 


Enclosed  please  find  our  New  Year's  gift  as  a 
slight  token  of  the  great  esteem  in  which  we  hold  you  and  your 
services.  It  was  indeed  a  great  pleasure  for  our  family  to  attend 
and  we  sincerely  trust  that  your  beloved  family  and  you  enjoy  many 
years  of  unparalleled  happiness  and  success. 


Most  sincerely, 


Alabama  Hall 
Arlington  Farms 
Arlington,  Va. 
October  6,  194-3 


Dear  Rabbi  Schorsch, 

Perhaps  you  are  among  the  delegation  described  on  the  inclosed 
newspaner  dinning  and  therefore  are  familiar  with  the  contents. 
However,  as  I  thought  it  might  be  of  interest  to  you,  I  am  sending 
it  anyway.    I  hope  the  meeting  will  have  concrete  results  in  the 
near  future. 

I  was  sorry  not  to  have  been  able  to  speak  to  you  on  my  visit  home 
last  week  but  I  was  glad  that  I  was  able  to  attend  the  synagogue 
on  both  days  of  Rosh  Hashanoh.    I  enoyed  being  in  our  synagogue 
again,  hearing  both  you  and  Rev.  Blatt  conduct  services.  Regardless 
what  synagogues  I've  attended  in  New  York  and  T/ashington  since  I 
left  Pottstown  over  two  years  ago,  I  still  like  ours  the  best.  And 
when  I  say  this,  I  am  not  merely  referring  to  the  architectural 
beauty  of  the  "Shul". 

My  best  wishes  for  a  very  happy  New  Year  for  you,  firs.  Schorsch, 
and  the  children. 


Dr.  Emil  Schorsch 
449  High  Street 
Pottstown,  Pa. 


Most  sincerely, 
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539  Chestnut  St. 

Pottstown,  Pa. 


August  22,  1944/  *lul  4,  57c4 


Dear  Mr.  and  are.  Fleischer, 

we  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  august  15,  and 
we  hope  that  in  the  meantime  ycu  feel  much  "better.  Don't  be 
depressed,  because  it  takes  always  some  tine  until  you  are 

completely  acquainted  with  the  new  circumstanoes,  and,  since 

ycu  have  your  friends  in  New  York  and  your  daughter  is  also 

near  to  you,  you'll  certainly  be  Rt  home  in  this  great  cit£y 

very  soon.  It  is  never  so  that  one  place  has  all  the  advantages, 

and  another  one  all  the  disadvcv  tuges.  A  small  town  has  its 
great  advantages,  of  course,  espeoi<?l!ly  in  a  century  when 
radio,  telephone,  movies,  automobile  make  even  the  smallest 
hamlet  a  suburb  of  the  largest  city.  But  a  city  has  also  its 
advantages,  especially  if  one  has  one's  friends  there.  I  would 


have  like!  jvex-y  much  to  re/ iain  here,  and  you  would  have  felt 

at  home  more  and  more,  but  I  also  understand  the  reasons  which 

drew  you  to  Kew  York. 

Mr. and  Mrs.  Prince  told  us  about  you.  I  think  that  you 

have  always  good  friends  in  this  family  that  is  outstanding 

in  many  respects.  During  July  and  August  spiritual  life  is 

more  at  re3t,  although  we  have  ".Inyan  every  day,  often  even 

a  big  i.iinyan.  Thi3  is  really  a  fine  sign  of  thi3  congregation 

that  there  is  a  group  of  aotively  religious  persons  who  get 

up  early  in  the  morning  to  keep  up  public  services.  «s  I  am 

old,  there  are  many  other  congregations  wheie  you  don't  have 

tuch  a  group.  i-v3  jrou  know,  we  live  now  in  the  parsonage  the 

Congregation  bought  some  time  ago.  and  which  they  iiiade  very 

beautiful.  He  all  feel  happy  about  that.  To  Rosh  ha-^honoh  take 
<ur  hearfelt  wishes.  May  you  be  inscribed  in  the  Book  of  Life. 
Witty  kindest  regards  we  remain  v 


PHONE  549 


MAURICE   WOLF,    D.  D.  S. 
41   WALNUT  STREET 
PDTT5TOWN,  PENNA. 


Dear  Mr.  Hoffman, 

Mrs.  Scfe  gsch  anddI  wantbtotM?ress  our  heartfelt 
syropathy/sn  the  gxssx  loss  you  nave  suffered  when 
fire  broke  out  in  your  store. 

We  understand  that  your  forethought  has  mitigated 
the  misfortune,  and  yet  in  these  times  of  war  jbxkx 
axiiEiEXxXKBig  of  your  merchandise  may  not  be 
restorable,  and  certainly  you  have  much  inconvenience 
and  additional  work.ifcrHHXH 

May  the  Allmighty  be  with  you  all  and  prevent  you 
from  further  damage  and  loss. 


Sincerely  yours 


m 
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MRS.  SAMUEL  FUERMAN 
1022  BELLE  VIEW  AVE. 
POTTSTOWN.  PA. 


June  6,  1943 


Dear  Rabbi  °chorsch, 

V.'e  cannot  report  promotions 
of  our  boys  in  the  service  which  of  course  does 
not  bother  us  at  all.    However,  I  feel  you  would 
be  interested  in  the  type  of  work  that  our 
Corporal  Norman  Fuerman  is  doing  at  Camp  Murphy, 
Florida  -  ^ignal  Corps.     He  is  undergoing  an 
intensive  course  of  study,  having  finished  up 
one  course  and  ready  to  start  another.  According 
to  his  reports  the  Army  officials  consider 
commissions  secondary  to  this  all  important 
work  and  we  are  very  proud  that  he  is  engaged  in 
this  high  type  of  work. 

Arthur  completed  his  Junior 
year  with  high  honors  at  M.  I.  T-  in  Boston  and 
since  he  has  been  in  the  Array  since  T'arch  will  be 
sent  to  en  unknown  army  camp  the  12th  of  this 
month  so  that  now  all  three  of  our  boys  are 
serving  their  country- 


Warren  is  in  Miami  ^each  preparing  to  enter 
some  college  in  trlother  part  of  the  country  to 
specialize  in  some  intensive  training. 

I  hope  this  finds  you  ana  family  well  ant" 
we  are  looking  forward  to  a  visit  from  you  all 
very  soon. 

Sincerely 


449  High  Street, 

June  4,  1943/  fiosh  Chode3h  Sivan. 

Dear  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Shambelan, 

I  heard  incidentally  that  a  few  days  ago  your  dear  mother 
passed  away,  and  I  a:n  lon^ing^TO  ray  and  Mrs.  Schor3ch's  deep- 
felt  symp'  thy. 

When  I  had  the  pleasure  cf  meeting  ycu  the  ether  day  in 
heading  and  you  told  me  abi.ut  the  sickness  of  your  dear  mother, 
a  divlm  tion  arose  in  my  heart  whether  this  sickness  mlgM 
not  be  the  Ualoch,  the  messenger  sent  by  Ila^em  Yisborach  to 
call  your  beloved  mother  home  to  the  v.'orld  Eternal.  Now  it 
occurred,  and  all  that  reiiains  in  to  say  to  you  our  ancient 
words  -  Hamokom  yenachem  eschem. . .  ?Jay  the  Allmighty  comfort 
you  among  all  the  mourners  of  Zion  and  Jerusalem, 
ith  kindest  regards  to  you  and  Rivelle, 
I  remain 

Yours 


V-  ■ 


449  IUgh  Street, 

April  16,  1945/  Bisan  11,  57o3 

Dear  Ruth, 

I  am  eager  to  write  to  you  before  our  Passover  festival 
and  to  show  you  that  we  always  think  of  you,  and  we  never 
will  forget  how  bravely  you  fought  and  fight  to  regain  your 
complete  health.  This  will  with  God's  help  lead  to  success  in 
the  near  future,  as  we  all  hope  and  pray.  Your  dear  father 
always  tells  me  about  your  progress,  when  I  ask  him,  and  y^u 
certainly  feftl  happy  when  you  think  of  them  and  of  their 
untiring  love  with  which  they  always  surrounded  you.  When 
we  now  on  Pessach  ait  at  the  Seder  table  and  repeat  the 
ancient  story  how  God  redeemed  our  fathers  from  the  chains 
of  Egyptians  slavery,  and  how  He  did  the  same  again  and  again 
through  all  the  centuries  of  Jewish  existence,  we  shall 
regain  our  faith  in  the  final  rescue  of  our  people  in  these 
trying  times  too}  and  I  think  we  should  employ  this  faith 
to  our  personal  life;  it  will  help  us  overcome  even  the 
greatest  obstacles  nn  our  way.  Perhaps  you  noticed  in  our 
Bulletin  that  for  some  time  I  am  holding  services  at  the 


newly  erected  Valley  Forge  hospital  where  2ooo  beds  are 
waiting  for  wounded  soldiers  and  'mother  looo  soldiers 
are  there  either  as  nurses  or  in  training.  There  one  faoes 
the  deepest  and  real  problem  of  life;  playing  has  stopped 
in  as  far  as  nothing  is  out  of  the  reach  of  this  war,  and 
yet  it  is  a  deep  satisfaction  for  me  that  I  can  help  a 
little  to  face  this  problem.  That  I  myself  in  the  age  of 
18  years  was  a  soldier  and  had  to  solve  the  same  problems, 
is  a>  great  help  for  me  in  this  situation;  I  understand 
what  is  going  on  in  the  young  men  who  have  either  come 
from  the  front  or  are  golng^  there,  you  see,  dear  Ruth, 
you  are  a  real  soldier  in  this  battle  of  life,  and  you 
have  proven  to  possess  this  precious  poer  of  resistance 
which  is  an  inheritance  of  the  United  States  and  -ill 
once  more  save  the  world  from  destruction.  In  our  congre- 
gational life  we  suffer  again  from  the  lack  of  fuel  oil; 
sometimes  I  think  It  is  almost  a  symbol  -  our  whole 
world  suffers  spiritually  from  the  lack  of  fuel  oil,  i.e. 
of  deep  faith  and  trust  which  are  strong  enough  to  shape 
a  life  of  inward  security  and  nobility.  In  this  respeot 
the  victory  garden  project  might  help  to  bring  about  a 
deeper  consciousness  of  the  sources  of  creative  life. 
I  have  always  found  that  being  in  close  touch  with  nature 
is  one  of  the  best  sources  of  true  religion.  Now,  I  wish 
you  that  this  Pessach  festival  will  mark  the  last  stepping 
stone  to  your  complete  recovery  so  that  when  you  look  baok 
in  future  years,  you  will  say,  it  was  a  real  festival  of 
redemption,  tlrs.  Schorsch  and  I  wish  you  a  Good  Yomtov. 

Sincerely  yours 


449  High  St. 

March  24,  1945. 


Mrs*  Edward  Fhilli-oa, 

President  of  the  Jewish  Women's  League, 
Fottstown,  Pa. 


Dear  Mrs.  Phillips, 

I  certainly  enjoyed  the  beautiful  gift  with  which  the 
Sisterhood  honored  us  on  Purim  very  much.  It  will  always 
remind  us  of  the  kind  spirit  that  i3  guiding  the  members 
of  our  Jewish  Women's  League. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  hearty  thanks  -also  in  the 
name  of  the  Rabbi-  to  you  and  the  Sisterhood. 

Sincerely  your3 


Fanny  Sohorsch 


134-3  Queen  St.,  N.E. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
March  31,  1943 


Dear  Rabbi  Schorsch, 

Last  night  it  was  ray  good  fortune  to  attend  a  protest  meeting  on  behalf  of 
the  extermination  of  the  Jews  in  Europe,  sponsored  by  the  Joint  Emergency 
Committee.    The  main  speakers  were  Senator  A.  W.  Barkley,  Rabbi  Stephen  S. 
Wise,  and  Representative  J.  W.  .lartin.    It  was  the  most  forceful  meeting  I 
have  ever  attended.    A  huge  crowd  was  present  and  thousands  were  turned  away 
because  of  lack  of  space.    The  meeting  opened  with  a  prayer  by  one  of  the 
Rabbis  for  the  living  five  million  Jews  in  Europe;  another  Rabbi  said  Kaddish 
for  the  three  million  Jews  already  killed;  and  the  third  Rabbi  sang  the  "el 
mo  rachamim"  (not  sure  of  spelling).    This  last  was  so  moving  and  sung  so 
beautifully  that  the  majority  of  the  audience  -  including  the  Gentiles  -  were 
in  tears.    The  Rabbi  himself  was  crying  before  the  chant  was  through.  I've 
never  heard  anything  so  melancholy,  not  even  on  Yom  Kippur,  which  to  me  is 
the  saddest  of  any  Jewish  services. 

Senator  Barkley' s  speech  was  broadcast  and  I  am  sure  you  heard  it.    It  was 
a  shame  that  Rabbi  Wise's  speech  was  not  broadcast  because  ie  gave  a  definite 
plan  of  action  for  the  U.  S.  and  her  Allies  to  follow  in  rescuing  Jews  fron 
nazi-occupied  countries,  without  impeding  the  war  effort.    Since  this  is  the 
official  plank  of  the  J.  E.  C.,  you  are  nrobably  familiar  with  the  details 
of  neutral  countries  intervening  to  provide  sanctuary  for  the  duration  of  the 
war  for  these  Jews;  for  the  British  to  open  Palestine  and  its  colonies  in 
Africa;  and  for  the  U.  S.  to  revise  its  immigration  laws. 

The  other  speakers,  although  very  eloquent  in  their  sympathy  for  the  plight 
of  the  Jews,  were  unable  to  outline  any  plan  of  action,  but  as  the  chaplain 
of  the  U.  S.  Senate  remarked,  no  man  is  tried  before  a  jury  until  he  voices 
his  grievance,  so  it  is  with  the  Jews  in  that  they  should  make  their  com- 
plaints now  for  the  world  to  hear. 

Incidentally,  Rabbi  Wise  suggested  that  if  meetings  of  this  type  were  held 
throughout  America,  it  would  arouse  the  American  people  to  deiaand  inn  eaiate 
action  from  Washington  and  thus  bring  results.    He  feels  that  little  will 
be  accomplished  by  the  conferences  to  be  held  in  Bermuda.    Pottstown  is 
very  small  and  perhaps  a  like-meeting  would  be  ineffective,  but  I  thought 
you  would  like  to  know  what  was  said  and  done  here  last  night.    You  and  Mr. 
Prince  and  the  other  leaders  know  best  if  this  would  be  feasible  for  Potts- 
town.   Another  minister  who  spoke  thought  it  an  excellent  idea  for  meetings 
like  this  to  be  held  and  said  that  the  Meeting  at   <adison  Square  Garden  in 
New  York  recently  and  the  meeting  in  Washington  last  night  should  be  an 
example  for  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  U.  S.  to  follow. 

I  have  expressed  myself  badly  but  I  hope  you  have  gotten  the  gist  of  ?fhat  I 
have  tried  to  say. 


■  H 


■ 


l4/. 


■ 


I  want  you  to  know  how  much  I  enjoy  receiving  the  Bulletin  each  week.  Be- 
sides keeping  me  informed  of  the  activities  at  home  and  news  of  the  people, 
your  articles  serve  the  sai.ie  purpose  of  sen.ions  for  me  and  I  find  them 
inspirational.    I  do  not  get  to  the  synagogue  as  often  as  I  would  like  but 
your  essays  are  an  excellent  substitute. 

y  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  to  your  dear  wife  and  children. 


Most  sincerely, 


P.S.:  I  have  enclosed  some  newspaper  clip:  ings  describing  the  meeting  last 
night. 


449  High  St. 

April  16,  1943/  Nisan  11,  57o3. 

Dear  Cathryne, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  and  the  clippings 
which  both  described  very  eloquently  the  meeting  of  the 
Stop  Hitler  Now  movement  in  Washington.  Unfortunately  you 
seem  to;right  with  your  remark  that  according  to  Dr. Stephen 
Vise  not  very  much  help  is  to  be  expected.  What  our  Jewish 
people  experience  is  such  a  tragedy  as  never  occurred  in 
our  history.  The  Nazis  seem  to  have    ceased  to  be  any  kind 
of  human  beings,  and  sometimes  I  think  that  future  genera- 
tions will  not  understand  how  we  in  this  country  could  stand 
the  reports  about  the  Nazi  crimes  and  not  stop  everything 
that  reminds 'of  any  kind  of  joy.  You  probably  know  that  in 
Philadelphia  a  similar  meeting  was  held,  and  I  wish  longingly 
that  these  meetings  will  help  at  least  a  little.  I  don't 
think  that  such  a  meeting  could  be  held  in  a  small  town  like 
Pottstown.  The  effect  will  always  depend  on  masses  who  must 
gather  to  influence  visibly  the  human  mind.  Man  is  a  strange 
creature.  What  really  stirs  the  world  and  moves  history  is 


done  in  very  small  circles,  very  o^ten  Is  only  the  thought 
of  one  single  man  in  a  small  study,  and  yet,  in  order 
to  influence  masses  you  must  gather  masses,  otherwise 
all  effect  is  in  vain.  -  I  see  that  Washington  offers 
you  quite  a  lot  of  interesting  events,  although  in  our 
time  the  radio  may  give  you  the  same  impressions  in  a 
very  convenient  form.  When  I  ask  me  why  men  like  to  live 
in  concentrated  cities,  I  always  answer  myself,  it  was 
probably  the  most  practical  way  of  having  continuous 
communication  with  one  another.  Now  in  our  times  with 
the  means  of  telephone  and  radio  the  cities  are  actually  • 
dissolving  in  countless  small  villages  at  their  out- 
skirts, and  the  time  might  come  when  the  cities  will 
only  be  used  for  working  and  not  for  dwelling  any  longer. 
Some  time  ago  I  received  a  lovely  letter  from  your 
brother  in  which  he  described  the  difficulties  of  having 
a  bath.  It  actually  seems  to  require  a  whole  day  to 
apply  the  nature's  most  precious  gift  to  dusty  skins, 
an    I  only  hope  that  he  will  return  safely  so  that  such 
kind  of  remembrances  will  beautify  many  hours  of  your  # 
family  and  of  his  future  time.  As  you  probably  saw  in 
the  bulletin,  I  hold  a  service  every  week  in  the  newly 
erected  Valley  Forge  Hospital  in  Phoenixville.  I  go  there 
with  our  choir,  and  I  must  say,  I  like  this  kind  of  work 
very  much,  "ioung  soldiers  as  they  are  need  religious 
thoughts  in  order  to  become  inwardly  secure  and  strong, 
/fter  Passover  I  intend  to  go  there  once  a  week  to  see 
the  wounded  soldiers.  2ooo  beds  are  waiting  for  them, 
and  besides  them  there  are  about  looo  others  as  nurses  or 
in  training.  v;ith  hearty  good  yom  tov  .  ishes,!  am  yours 


■  \ 


■v  ■ 


■ , 


449  High  St. 

January  6,  1943/  Ehebat  29,  57o3. 

B. 

Pr.  Albert/Prince 
33181o53    H.Q.Btry  32nd 
F.A.Bn.      A. P. 0.1 
o/o  Postmaster, 
liew  York,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Prince, 

For  a  Ions  time  I  intended  to  //rite  you  a  few  lines 
which  shall  only  tell  yon  that  we  think  always  of  you  and 
that  our  prayers  implore  our  Creator  to  protect  you  and  all 
American  soldiers  snfl  their  allies.  Yorxr  clear  mother  and 
father  are  always  very  happy  when  they  receive  mail  from 
you,  and  I  may  say,  they  and  we  all  are  very  proud  of  you. 
You  fight  with  all  the  others  in  the  foremost  battl&iine 
against  the  greatest  enneraies  mankind  ever  had,  and  may 
God  /cive  that  victory  will  he  panted  very  soon  to  the 
array  of  this  country  and  its  allies. 

I  always  remember  M  our  Friday  evening  services  how 
you  were  a  regular  attendant,  and  I  miss  you  very  much,  not 
uecause  thenumber  cf  people  i3  not  big  enough  -as  a  matter 
of  fact,  our  attendance  increased  enormously-,  hut  you 
always  belonged  to  the  number  of  understanding  listeners. 
I  am  sure  that  your  religious  attitude  help3  you  a  lot  in 
your  work  and  fight,  for  I  know  by  my  own  experience  what  it 
means  to  feel  near  to  God  in  dangerous  situations. 

These  few  lines  shall  only  tell  you  that  we  have  not 
forgotten  ycu.  Mrs.  Schorsch  send3  you  also  her  kind  re- 
gards, and  we  pray  that  you  may  soon  be  united  a.-ain  with 
all  yotir  beloved  ones. 

V»ith  kind  personal  greetings 
sincerely  yours 


